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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.

On February 19, 2014, upon the recommendation of the Governance Committee of CenterPoint Energy, Inc. (the “Company”), the Board of Directors
of the Company increased the size of the Board from eight to nine directors and appointed Phillip R. Smith to fill the newly created directorship, effective
March 3, 2014. Mr. Smith will serve as a director of the Company until the expiration of his term on the date of the Company’s annual meeting of
shareholders in 2014 and until his successor is elected and qualified. Mr. Smith is expected to stand for election as director at the annual meeting of
shareholders in 2014. Mr. Smith is expected to serve on the Audit Committee of the Company.

Mr. Smith, 62, is President and Chief Executive Officer of Torch Energy Advisors, Inc. Mr. Smith joined Torch as interim President and Chief
Executive Officer in October 2012 and was named President and Chief Executive Officer effective January 2013. Prior to joining Torch, Mr. Smith was a
partner with KPMG LLP from 2002 to September 2012.

There are no arrangements or understandings between Mr. Smith and any other person pursuant to which he was selected as a director. The Company is
not aware of any transaction in which Mr. Smith has an interest requiring disclosure under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.

Mr. Smith will be compensated for his service on the Board of Directors under the Company’s standard arrangement for non-employee directors
described in its proxy statement for the 2013 annual meeting of stockholders.



SIGNATURE
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC.

Date: February 25, 2014 By: /s/ Christopher J. Arntzen

Christopher J. Arntzen

Vice President, Deputy General
Counsel and Assistant Corporate
Secretary



